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   I was walking downtown a few weeks ago when I saw Mike, one of our longtime community members.
“Well, hello, Sherri!” he said, in his usual chipper tone. We spent a few minutes catching up, and I asked
if we would see him at RCI that afternoon. “Oh yes!” he said. “I just feel really happy there. I like all the
people. I like all the staff. It’s a safe place for me, and there are people I can relate to. It’s just a really
good place.” 

   In her book Braiding Sweetgrass, Robin Wall Kimmerer reminds us that all gifts are multiplied in
relationship. In our work at RCI, we have the profound privilege of living that truth every day. It's a gift
to provide care and comfort at our Community Building Center for our friends who are unsheltered, and
to provide homes through our RCI Village housing program for our neighbors who have long struggled
without one. It's how we come to recognize the joy of knowing Mike as a friend and a neighbor.
    

 

S H E R R I  B R O K O P P  B I N D E R ,  P H D
Executive Director

Letter from the Director

"I keep watching the
clock until it's time to
come over to Ripple. It
just makes me feel good

to come over here." 
 

~ RCI Community
Member

   Life is challenging for our community members, in ways that many of us
struggle to imagine. But even in difficult circumstances, life can be lined with
goodness. As you read this report, I hope you see that goodness in the form of
relationship, belonging, purpose, and connection—all of which abound here.
    
    

With gratitude,

   Thank you for your generous care and support, which is what makes all of
this possible! We are so glad you are part of our RCI community.



   The Community Building Center (CBC) is a day center that primarily serves
our neighbors who are experiencing homelessness or who are living at the
margins. Every day, between 40 to 70 adults come to the center and find
resources, a good meal, a place to rest, friendship, and a supportive
community. 
 
   While our community members will always encounter difficult situations, we
are well equipped to provide care, attention, and encouragement. We strive
to make every person who comes to the CBC feel welcome and cared for,
whether they are a new or a long-term member of the RCI community. We
know we are on the right path by the faces and responses of our community
members.

   Graduating college during the pandemic was definitely a challenge. I
experienced a lack of human connection and didn’t know how others were
navigating these difficult times. When the world started to feel a little safer, I
decided to get involved in Allentown’s community, but I had no idea where to
begin.

Emily's Story

"We need places like this.
I was homeless 3 or 4

years ago when someone
told me about Ripple. It's

a great place." 
 

~ RCI Community
Member

Clockwise from top: (1) Chair yoga in our Service 
Hub, led by students from Muhlenberg College; 
(2) Restorative practices training with our service
partners; (3) Narcan training led by Valley Health 

Partners Street Medicine

   This past year, I've gotten to know our community members and all the resources Allentown has to offer. I
used to be oblivious to what resources were out there and the severity of people's needs. I have learned so
much in my small amount of time here and most of what I learned is through spending time with our members
and understanding that everyone just wants to be seen and safe. That’s exactly the purpose of RCI in my
eyes. Yes, we provide health services and other necessities of survival, but creating a safe space for
people to be seen and heard is what allows people to truly thrive and not just survive.

   I’m so grateful to have found my place here at RCI, and I never thought
volunteering a few times a month would influence not only a career change,
but my perspective as well. I am now doing an AmeriCorps service year here
and this community will always be the stepping stone in my journey. 

Community Center Volunteer Spotlight

Community Building Center

   At the time, a friend from high school was interning as an art therapist at
RCI. She would post updates about what members were working on and I
wanted to learn more right away. I went to school for art, and wanted to get
involved with anything that centered around art and helping others. We set up
a time for me to take a tour of Community Building Center and I started
regularly volunteering from then on.

The Service Hub
   In 2019, we expanded the community center and
established the Service Hub. At the time, our community
members were struggling to access essential services at
multiple locations. Our goal was to make these services
more accessible to our community members. Now, our
partners provide a wide array of in-house services  for RCI
community members and residents. We are always working
to expand our network of partners and activities. 

Allentown The Center
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center
Cedar Crest College Art Therapy Program

Change on Hamilton
Dough-2-Door

Lehigh County Mental Health Program
Moravian University

Muhlenberg College
Suddenly Samantha Salon

St. Luke's Parish Nursing Program
Valley Health Partners Street Medicine 

& Mobile Harm Reduction Clinic
Valley Against Sex Trafficking

Valley Youth House Synergy Project

We love our Service Hub Partners!

 RCI Volunteers
fill our community with love!



Clockwise from top: (1) RCI Village
residents enjoy a summer potluck meal in
West Park; (2) Two of our young residents
learn a new game; (3) Volunteers from
City Center clean an apartment so it is
ready for a new resident.

   The RCI Village is a proven model for helping individuals and
families permanently exit harmful cycles of homelessness and
housing instability. In just over four years, this program has
grown to serve more than 30 of our most vulnerable neighbors,
bringing about true and lasting change in their lives and the
community. We are working diligently to expand this program
to serve more of our neighbors whose options in the current
housing market are extremely limited. As a mission-focused
organization, RCI is well positioned to help address Allentown's
complex housing challenges by maintaining a stock of high-
quality, deeply affordable housing.

   The RCI Village housing program provides safe,
healthy, deeply affordable housing for our
neighbors who have struggled with homelessness
or housing instability. Beyond housing, the RCI
Village gives our residents an opportunity to
become part of a community where they can feel
supported, put down roots, and build a true home
for themselves and their families.  

RCI Village Housing Program

Sherri Brokopp Binder, PhD, Executive Director
Blake Henry, RCI Village Housing Director

Natalie Flores, Community Building Center Director
Emily Snyder, Community & Housing Services Coordinator

Danilo Sanchez, Interfaith Community Chaplain
Alicia Moyer, Grants and Donor Relations Manager

Ellen Grow, Bookkeeper

STAFF 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Charles F. Thiel, President - Thiel Strategic Communications
Julie Huber, Vice President - GOLD Credit Union

Sara Russ, Treasurer - Fulton Bank
Hon. Michael D’Amore, PhD, Secretary - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Kent Brustlin - Integra Realty Resources
Khristopher Gefroh - Peoples Security Bank & Trust

Elizabeth Hepler - City Center Allentown
Tiffany Polek - Allentown School District 

Charlene Smalls - Ripple Church
Thomas C. Smith - Allentown School District

Melissa Weinstein - Sunburst Property Management

RCI Village Properties Board
Kent Brustlin, President

Melissa Weinstein, Vice President
Sara Russ, Treasurer

Thomas C. Smith, Secretary

“Heather and I are
blessed we connected
with RCI. They have

helped us when we were
at our lowest point, and
now the girls feel safe

and secure.”

Place matters! 

RCI is proud to be part of the Franklin Park Housing
and Neighborhood Engagement Groups, which are
part of a three-pronged initiative to improve health
and well-being for our neighbors in and around
Franklin Park. Convened by the Leonard Parker Pool
Institute for Health, partners include: Enterprise
Community Partners, The Lupton Center, North Penn
Legal Services, the City of Allentown, Community
Services for Children, The Century Promise, Cohesion
Network, St. Stephen's Outreach Center, Ripple
Church, and Valley Health Partners. 



to our foundation, faith community, corporate, & local
government supporters  

to our individual donors 

Harry C. Trexler Trust

$110,000+

County of Lehigh
ESSA Bank and Trust Foundation 
Lehigh Valley Health Network 
Rider-Pool Foundation 

Up to $50,000

Mosaic Mennonite Conference 
Verna O. Canova Foundation

Up to $20,000

City Center Allentown
City of Allentown
First Commonwealth Federal Credit Union
Just Born Quality Confections 
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation CORE
   Fellowship Program

Up to $10,000

Blooming Glen Mennonite Church
Faith Church
People's Security Charitable Foundation 
The Pidcock Company
PNC Foundation 
The Provident Bank Foundation
Swamp Mennonite Church

Up to $5,000

Asbury United Methodist Church 
ESSA Bank & Trust 
Franconia Mennonite Church
New Beginnings Fellowship 
Penn Community Bank Foundation 
PPL Foundation

Up to $2,500

Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
First Presbyterian Church of Allentown
Leona Gruber Charitable Trust
United Way of Lancaster County

Up to $1,500

DBA Mountain Wood Company 
Doylestown Mennonite Church 
MMS Advancement Associates 
Northwestern Elementary Staff Activity Fund
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Wellspring Church of Skippack
Working Dog Press 

Up to $500

$100,000+
Anonymous

$7,500+
Joan & David Lioi
Samuel & Jane Long
Charles & Annette Thiel

$5,000+
Ho'onani & Carmelo Cuadrado
Charles & Ruth Marcon
Vonda Klein & Phil McCutchen

$2,500+
Kimberly R. Andrews
William & Susan Karpovich
Scott & Gillian Pidcock

Up to $1,000
Dennis & Barbara Adams
Roy & Connie Bender
James & Diane Bleam
Kelly Carney
Barry Eckert
Elsbeth & Steven Haymon
Emily & Bill Jones
Jill Kearney
Christopher McLean
Betty Merkle
James Moczydlowski
Janet Roth & David Panton
Sara & Timothy Russ
Kendall & Lisa Ruth
Mallory Sweeney
Megan Wieand

Up to $500
Tom & Carolyn Albright
Judith Barberich
Ronald & Lorene Bender
Paul & Sharon Binder
Evelyn Broad
Wesley & Joyce Brokopp

Nicholas Butterfield & 
  Rachel Osborn
Richard & Loris Cunningham
Linda & Robert Dallas
Michael & Evette D'Amore
Marilee Falco
William & Bonnie Falla
Sandy & Mickey Freeman
Joseph & Margaret Gardner
Marjorie Geissinger
Loretta M. Hackenberg
George & Eulenna Harriott
Dwayne Henne & Jenny 
   Wright
Cliffert Herring
Gerald Hessel
Kathryn Hoffman
Lorraine Horn
Julie & Brian Huber
Nancy Johnson
Walter & Theresa Johnson
Chelsea Karp
Lois Langevin
David & Pat Latshaw
Christy Lewis
Diana & Jerimiah Lormand
Gail Magan

Up to $500 cont'd

$50,000+
Donald B. and Dorothy L. 
     Stabler Foundation
The Reidler Foundation

No power on this
earth can destroy the

thirst for human
dignity.

 

NELSON MANDELA

$1,000+
Deborah & Warren Bartholomew
Patricia Beldon
Kent & Michelle Brustlin
Barnet & Lisa Fraenkel
Richard C. Fuisz
Jennifer Mann
Karoline Peeler
David & Mary Beth Weinstein
John & Mabel Widrick
Roy Yoder

Susanne McLeod
David & Myrna Moyer
Matt Musselman
Ron & Alice Parr
Charles & Shirleyann Quigg
Alan & Ruth Reberg
Douglas Reichley
Jan Rumbaugh
Christian Sammartino
Linda Sanford
Shirley Scarantino
Rachel Schmucker 
Linda Schuman
Judith & Larry Sheftel
Steve & Alicia Shussett
Michael & Sandra Silvonek
Charlene & Kevin Smalls
Agnes Smith
Thomas C. Smith
Kelly Spence
Richard & Dorothy Stobaugh
Melissa Stoner
Judith V. Walck
Anne Wardak
Melissa Weinstein & 
    Samantha Carney
Hilary Whitman

Up to $500 cont'd



   We lived on the south side of Chew, at 15th. My mother fell down
the steps, walked over to the hospital, and had me six weeks early.
And the doctor, his own daughter had been born but something
happened to her. So he was very careful with me. And I kept going
to the same doctor on 17th Street, and every time I did I got one of
those root beer lollipops. And I'd say, 'Why am I going to the doctor
so much, mom? I'm healthy, aren't I?' He was just so worried about
me. He called me Miss Jan. And I went in when I was 11 years old,
to get the root of a tooth taken out so I could start braces, he sees
me and he says, 'What are you doin' here, Miss  Jan?' And I go, 'I'm
just having fun.' And he says, 'You're having an operation in the
morning.' So, he followed me even when I was in the hospital at 11
years old.  

Jan's Story

“You're a person when you come in here. You're not
a statistic. These folks care. Sometimes when I come
over here, I have a problem or something. Within

five minutes, I'm laughing and carrying on, just like
everybody else.”

 

~ RCI Community Member 

VOICES OF THE COMMUNITY

Community Member Spotlight - Jan reflects on growing up in Allentown

Community Member Spotlight - Charles shares about the meaning of community

Charles' Story   Ripple has been there for me ever since they opened. Every time I
was in the hospital, someone from Ripple came to visit me multiple
times. Not only did they help me every step of the way to getting our
apartment, but they are also still helping me after the fact, like
helping me handle a certain situation that was causing me a lot of
stress. They also give me a space to blow off steam by joking around
with people and making them laugh. 
   Back when I was homeless, I avoided talking to people and had a
bad attitude. Even when I showed no interest in speaking with
people, Pastor Ben always checked in on me and asked how I was
doing. They always give that kind heart. It’s the kindness that they
give to the people here. Lisa and I were just talking about that
recently, that we are so lucky and blessed for Ripple’s help in all of
this. It just so happens that the day we moved into our apartment,
was the day Lisa’s granddaughter was born. That’s why I call her
Princess, she’s my lucky piece. I tell her that because of her, we have
a place for her to come visit.

"I love you guys. I
can't thank you
enough for what

you've done for my
family." 



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW FY 2021-22
   We are grateful to our many community supporters, whose generous
contributions have allowed us to grow steadily over the   past seven years while
maintaining a state of good financial health. As our programs grow and expand,
we are better able to fulfill our mission and serve our community.  

   In 2020, we established RCI Village Properties, a 501(c)(3) supporting
organization, to support our work in expanding the RCI Village housing program.
In 2021-22, RCI Village Properties received capital contributions in the amount
of $239,989.

$ 4 4 3 , 3 0 3
RC I  REVENUES

 

$ 4 2 7 , 2 5 6
RC I  EXPENSES

 

$ 2 3 9 , 9 8 9

RC I  V I L LAGE
PROPERT I ES

CAP I TA L
CONTR IBUT IONS

 

   RCI is registered with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation and with the
Pennsylvania Department of State Bureau of Corporations and Charitable
Organizations (Certificate of Registration No. 106166). The annual financial
reviews for both RCI and RCI Village Properties are conducted by Campbell,
Rappold, & Yurasits, LLC, a certified public accounting firm. 
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Coming to RCI helps me feel:

The RCI Village program helps me:

Have safe housing (100%) 

Connect with others (92%)

Feel supported (92%)

Feel successful (85%)

Have stable housing (100%)

Have a better quality of life (100%)

40-70
COMMUNITY MEMBERS SERVED DAILY

COMMUNITY BUILDING CENTER

88%
OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS HAVE

ACCESSED THE SERVICE HUB

RCI BY THE
NUMBERS

The RCI Village
has grown to 
17 apartments

including individuals and families 

33
RESIDENTS 

   Our funding comes primarily from private sources, including foundations (52%),
individual donors (20%), businesses and corporate donors (15%), and churches
and faith communities (8%). This year, we received additional pandemic-specific
support from local government sources (5%) including the City of Allentown and
the County of Lehigh. 

serving 

More supported (100%) 
Cared for (96%)
More hopeful (92%)
Less stressed (85%)
Less lonely (85%)
Happier (85%)
Safer (85%)
Able to manage my problems (81%)
Less angry (73%)

95% of residents can name at least 3
neighbors, which is a robust indicator

of social capital.
 



1335 W Linden St.
Allentown, PA 18102

Thank you for

being p
art of

our com
munity!

“This is exactly
what I’ve been
looking for. It

feels like home.” 
 

~ RCI Village Resident

Ripple Community Inc.
1335 W. Linden Street
Allentown, PA 18102

www.RippleCommunityInc.org

Ways to Get Involved 

Make a financial
contribution

Donate to the Adopt-an-
Apartment program

Purchase items from our
Needs List Volunteer Your time 

To donate, 
visit our website at

www.RippleCommunityInc.org


